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Historic Buildings in Pompano Beach’s Old Downtown 
(Commonly used historic names and uses in italics) 

 
Flagler Avenue:  Running parallel to the F.E.C. Railways tracks, this was the location of 
Pompano’s farmers market from the early years of the 20th century until the State 
Farmers Market opened west of town in 1938.  The town’s original railroad station was 
between Flagler Avenue and the tracks, just north of NE 1st Street. 
 
130 North Flagler Avenue:  The Bevill Building was built in 1934, and replaced a two-
story wooden structure that housed retail shops and a hotel.  Businesses in the Bevill 
Building have included Bo Giddens’ Restaurant and the Western Union telegraph office.  
The building architectural style has Art Moderne elements. 
 
126 North Flagler Avenue:  Built in 1937, this store front structure was originally Dr. 
McClellan’s Pharmacy.  Later, it was sold and renamed Hamilton Pharmacy.  The 
building has elements of the Art Deco architectural style.   
 
124-120 North Flagler Avenue:  This series of storefronts, constructed in 1927, has 
housed a wide variety of businesses over the years, including pool halls, a tea room, a 
barber shop, Fox’s Drug Store and, during the Second World War, the local office of 
rationing.   
 
114 North Flagler Avenue:  Now housing medical offices, this structure was for years the 
home of the Pompano Mercantile Company, a hardware/supply store.  Built in 1924, this 
commercial Mission style building included the town’s first elevator.  
 
35 NE 1st Street:  This early 1920s commercial structure was, for most of its existence, 
the home of the Bailey Hotel, lodging popular with those doing business at the nearby 
farmers market on Flagler Avenue.  The hotel was on the second floor, and the first-floor 
storefronts included a variety of businesses over the years, including clothing and show 
stores, a billiards hall, the Pompano Pharmacy (which later relocated across the street), 
Downie Jewelers and, at one point, the city library.   
 
61 NE 1st Street:  The Bank of Pompano, the town’s first financial institution, was 
constructed in 1922.  The building combines elements of the Beaux Arts and Mediterranean 
Revival architectural styles.  The bank was robbed by the infamous Ashley Gang in 1924, 
and later became a victim of the Great Depression.  It reopened as the Farmers Bank of 
Pompano in 1934.  In the 1950s the bank moved out of the building and an office supply 
store was housed here.   
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                                       Pompano Beach’s Historic Downtown 

 
If transportation dictates development, it is not surprising that much of southeastern 

Florida was largely unpopulated until the last years of the 19th century.  It was not until 

1896 that Henry Flagler continued building his Florida East Coast Railway south from 

Palm Beach to Miami.  The arrival of the railroad in the embryonic settlements of today’s 

southern Palm Beach, Broward and Miami-Dade counties focused development alongside 

the region’s only transportation connection to the “outside world.”  

 

The original Pompano settlement was located near today’s Lake Santa Barbara, then 

called Lettuce Lake.  After 1896, however, the community began to grow around the 

FEC railway depot located east of the tracks and just north of today’s Atlantic Boulevard. 

The railroad was the critical factor in making agriculture economically feasible, as it was 

the mechanism for bringing the local winter crops to northern markets. 

 

Packing houses and sorting sheds were built alongside the tracks and the businesses that 

supported the farmers and their families were constructed east of Flagler Drive and 

surrounding streets.  The completion of the Dixie Highway in 1917, the first north-south 

highway in the area (and the first vehicular national highway into southeastern Florida) 

solidified the Pompano downtown’s economic well being. 

 

By the Florida Land Boom of the early 1920s, downtown Pompano was growing, with 

new businesses such as banks, hotels, automobile dealerships and a movie theater  

serving the growing community.  Most of the early wood-frame businesses were replaced 

with sturdier masonry construction.  The downtown was the terminus of the 

Hammondville [nee Hammon] Road that ran west to the farmlands and Ocean Boulevard 

[today’s Atlantic Boulevard] that went east to the beach. 
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The collapse of the Land Boom following the 1926 hurricane, and the subsequent Great 

Depression, caused hard times in Pompano as in the rest of the nation.  Still, the 

agricultural base of the local economy meant that there was work to be had, and 

businesses could count on some money being in circulation, albeit seasonal. 

 

A major change took place in the late 1930s when the State Farmers Market was built 

west of town.  The hustle and bustle of agricultural activities along Flagler Avenue came 

to a close.  The downtown remained the social and retail center of town, however – it was 

still where residents came to do their grocery shopping, buy clothes, get their  

Prescriptions filled, or to play a game of pool. 

 

In the post World War II years, Pompano Beach’s downtown continued to thrive – not 

only east of the tracks, but also west along Hammondville Road.  Although Pompano 

Beach was a segregated community, the residential housing patterns were not as clear-cut 

as they appear to be today.  Up until the 1960s there were several “white” neighborhoods 

west of the Dixie Highway, including Monticello Park to the north and an area south of 

Hammondville Road.  Most of the Hammondville Road businesses were white owned, 

although a bit farther west there were black owned enterprises. 

 

The frenzied population growth of the 1950s began to create the conditions that would 

lead to the old downtown’s decline.  Pompano Beach saw new subdivisions being 

developed and entirely new communities were being built to the east (Lighthouse Point) 

and west (Margate, Coral Springs and Coconut Creek).  Along with these developments 

came new, and more modern, shopping areas such as Cypress Plaza and Oceanside 

Shopping Center. 
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The end of passenger service on the Florida East Coast Railway in the 1960s ended the 

downtown’s focal point for transportation, and the opening of the Florida Turnpike and I-

95 further marginalized the district.  By the 1980s Pompano Beach’s old downtown had 

clearly fallen on hard times.  Buildings were demolished and storefronts became vacant.  

Many people began to see the downtown as seedy and unsafe.  Government attempts to 

revitalize the area through mechanisms such as the CRA were largely unproductive. 

 

At the beginning of the 21st century Pompano Beach’s old downtown consisted of small 

businesses that catered to the local neighborhoods, a few professional offices and a 

number of empty buildings.  But a number of people are cautiously optimistic about the 

downtown’s future.  There are plans to establish a commuter rail line on the FEC tracks, 

with a Pompano Beach station north of Atlantic Boulevard.  In 2003 the Pompano Beach 

Historical Society established a Green Market in the downtown, bringing hundreds of 

people into the area each week, many of the first time. 

 

Ironically, while some look at the historic downtown and see only blight, there seems to 

be a growing interest in the historic buildings located in the downtown, both by residents 

and businesses that see an opportunity to relocate to an area that is both central and 

unique.  It’s all about vision. 

 

Dan Hobby  
Pompano Beach Historical Society 
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Historic Preservation Incentives 
 
1) County Historic Preservation Grant Program: Newly adopted by the County Commission are 

County Code Sections 1-125 through 1-127 and Administrative Code Sections 29.18 through 
29.22 which create the first county historic preservation grant program in the state.  Funding is 
anticipated for the next fiscal year in the amount of $250,000 and can be used by local 
governments and nonprofits to assist with capital improvement needs of archaeological and 
historical sites.  

 
2)  County Historic Property Tax Exemptions: As allowed by state law, under Broward County 

Code Sections 31 ½-101 through  31 ½-110, there are several property tax exemptions for 
historical and archaeological sites that are officially protected under a local historic preservation 
ordinance or listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  Of the two exemptions that are 
most likely to be used, one is available to owners of both commercial and residential properties 
alike and grants an exemption from the county’s portion of the millage on the increase in value 
that results from restoration or rehabilitation of an historic structure for a period of up to 10 
years.  A second, for commercial properties only, grants a 50% reduction in the county’s 
collection of its portion of the property tax as long as the end of 2004 by the County 
Commission. 

 
3) Local Areas of Particular Concern:  Under the Broward County Land Use Plan and County 

Code Sections 5-182 and 5-195, the development of areas that have been identified as “Local 
Areas of Particular Concern”(LAPC) or are identified as archaeologically sensitive may require 
the holding of public hearings to ensure that proposals for properties identified as LAPCs or 
archaeologically sensitive lands may address ways to mitigate any negative effects to the 
historical and archaeological resources present.  Designation of a property as a LAPC does not 
deny a property owner of any vested development rights but it may prevent an owner from 
successfully seeking unvested land use changes, without some mitigation of the negative effect, 
that would jeopardize identified these resources. (Much of historic downtown Pompano Beach 
has been listed by the County as LAPC.) 

 
4) Federal Rehabilitation Tax Credit:  Under federal law, 26 USC 47, and the Internal Revenue 

Code, the owner of an historic property may apply for a 20% tax credit for qualified, allowable 
expenditures related to the restoration or rehabilitation of an historic income-producing structure 
that is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.  For example, on a 
commercial rehab project with qualified expenditures of $1,000,000, the project could receive a 
federal tax credit of $200,000.  At this time, the federal tax credit foes not apply to residential 
dwellings, however, Congressman E. Clay Shaw of Fort Lauderdale has been the principal 
sponsor of a companion tax credit that would provide owners of historic residential properties 
with a similar benefit. 
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5) Conservation Easement: Under the state’s Conservation Easement law, Florida Statute Sec. 

704.06, an easement may be created that protects and restricts changes to sensitive 
archaeological, historical and environmental lands which has several benefits to private property 
owners.  By creating and granting an easement to a qualified 501(c)(3), the property owner gains 
the benefit of a potentially substantial reduction of local property taxes, ensures the protection of 
the resource, and receives a one-time federal income tax deduction, if created in accordance with 
Internal Revenue Code Section 170(f). 

 
6) Florida Building Code – Existing Buildings: Under the newly adopted 2004 statewide building 

code, which will come into effect later this year, Chapter 10, provides that local building officials 
will have the ability to prevent the strict application of building code requirements that apply to 
new and non-historic existing buildings, so long as it can be shown that “no hazard will be 
created through noncompliance.” It also allows a local building official to consider, for the 
purposes of the application of the code only, a building as historic if the state historic 
preservation officer (SHPO) in Tallahassee provides an opinion that the site is eligible for listing 
on the National Register of Historic Places. 

 
 
7) Variances: Other variances, for example, may be granted for construction activity that affects 

flood elevations and handicap accessibility that allows the public interest to be met but prevents 
the destruction of the historic character of a building.  
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